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  Conference Theme

There has been rapid growth in attention to mobilities in the social sciences since the turn of the millenni-
um, and with good reason. Mobile perspectives underline how the experience of globalization is in 
myriad ways defined through ever-increasing qualities of mobility: ranging from the concrete transporta-
tion systems and infrastructures enabling the flows of people negotiating everyday urban and global 
mobilities, to the movement of capital and socio-economic classes into or out of urban habitats; from the 
manufactured goods and hazardous wastes carried across extensive and intricate logistics networks, to 
the transfer and diffusion of urban governance policies, practices, and ideas; and from the variations of 
migration in the face of war, changing labor patterns, climate change, or social conflict. Far from simply 
being a “marker of an era” or a “neutral means to an end”, mobilities are deeply meaningful and embo-
died, gendered and racialized, and bound up in social, cultural, and political struggle from the local to the 
global. Particular challenges emerge from studying mobilities in various disciplines, affecting our episte-
mologies, methodologies, and theoretical concepts of the global and the urban. 

  Keynote Speakers

                        Melissa Butcher, University of London
                        Timothy J. Cresswell, Trinity College
                        Jason Henderson, San Francisco State University

  Call for Papers

This conference is organized by the Spaces & Flows Research Network that brings together researchers 
around the globe with a shared interest in the changing shape of human spaces and the social, economic, 
and information flows that connect these spaces. The innovative, annual conference offers a diverse 
range of interactive formats, ranging from plenary talks to garden conversations, talking circles, work-
shops, and focused discussions, as well as a special opportunity for “Emerging Scholars”, allowing them 
to engage in the organizational affairs of this conference.

Online Registration is now open: http://spacesandflows.com/2018-conference/registration 

Please be aware that registration fees are tiered, and discounts are available for local and student partici-
pants. There is no deadline for submission. However, participation is limited to 140 researchers, and 
papers will be reviewed by the conference organizers and admitted in sequential order. 

Thus, we are looking forward to a wide range of contributions for the earliest possible date!

  Contact

Ulrike Gerhard, Gregg Culver, Christiane Brosius, Svenja Kück (all Heidelberg), and David Wilson 
(Urbana-Champaign)

Email: urbanmobilities@uni-heidelberg.de

Conference website: http://spacesandflows.com/2018-conference

Invitation & Call for Papers 
Ninth International Conference on Urban and ExtraUrban Studies


