
31 January | 4-6 pm   

Luca De Benedictis is professor of International 
Economics at the University of Macerata and Secretary 
General of the Italian Economic Association. He holds 
a PhD from the Polytechnic University of Marche 
and serves as Editor-in-Chief for the Italian Economic 
Journal. He keeps studying and teaching International 
Trade and Migration, with an emphasis on network 
analysis, applied econometrics and some data 
visualization. He has been visiting professor at the 
University of Maputo in Mozambique, UC Berkeley, 
the EUI in Florence, EIEF in Rome, Pompeu Fabra in 
Barcelona, NHH in Bergen, IFPRI in Dakar, and the Isaac 
Newton Institute in Cambridge.

Islands as ‘bad geography’: 
Insularity, connectedness, history 
and trade costs 
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This study - joint with Anna Maria Pinna - explores how ge-
ography can be changed by history. We focus the analysis on 
islands and on how insularity is related to high level of trade 
costs. After controlling for many geographical characteristics, 
for unobservable heterogeneity and for spatial connected-
ness, we show that islands that were touched by navigation 
routes between 1662 and 1855, especially the ones that gave 
shelter to vessels that anchored and stopped in ports, show 
lower trade costs today, with respect to similar islands that 
were not involved in historical navigation routes.
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