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Gordon Winder is Professor of Economic Geography 
and Sustainability Research at the LMU Munich. A grad-
uate of the University of Toronto’s Department of Ge-
ography, he published The American Reaper: Harvesting 
Networks and Technology, 1830-1910 (Ashgate 2012). His 
research has focused on the extent of webs of enter-
prise in historical contexts and the character and inten-
sity of networking associated with them, always with 
his eye on their implications for our understanding of 
best practice in 19th and early 20th century contexts, 
for the rise of industrial corporations,  and business 
globalization. 

A View from Manhattan: 
Mapping The Wall Street Journal’s 
Commercial News, 1914
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What services did The Wall Street Journal offer to its readers 
as Europe lurched toward the First World War – what was its 
information field? This research maps the Journal’s content 
not in terms of speed of delivery, but in terms of the imag-
ined economies that the Journal’s readers managed, learned 
from and speculated with. It aims to build our understanding 
of the geography of New York’s interactions in the world of 
commerce and uncovers an inter-urban network of financial 
centres and services that was trans-Atlantic in scope with both 
London and Washington DC featuring prominently. Manhat-
tan was already a node in an emerging global cities network. 
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